
7th Grade / World History 

2020 Distance Learning Syllabus 
Mrs. Violet DeLuna 
 

Contact Info:  Email: vdeluna@gusd.net 

Website:  www.gusd.net/deluna 
 

Titan Tenets:   Success, Respect, Cleanliness, Punctuality, and Service 
 

Class Rules: 

 
1. Be on time for Zoom Meetings.  Punctuality  
2. Be professional and polite in class meetings. Respect 
3. Turn in your best work and try to improve when necessary.  Success 
4. Be helpful to others and volunteer to share your point of view.  Service 
5. Stay organized and create a study area in your home.  Cleanliness 
 

 

History Units 

First Semester:   
 

 The Spread of Islam:  

The Middle East & West Africa 

 

 Asia: China and Medieval Japan 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Second Semester: 
 

 Europe: Medieval Times, The Renaissance,  

The Scientific Revolution and The Reformation 

 

 The Americas: Exploration and Civilizations 

(Maya, Aztecs, Inca) 

 

 

 

 

Let’s get ready for History cLass! 

 

study space: Your suggested study space should have … 

 

 a GUSD Verizon Chromebook 

 a 2nd device if you have one (see below) 

 a flat surface (a desk or table) 

 a comfortable chair 

 school supplies (listed on next page) 

 

Create a study space in your home.  Talk with your parents and choose 

a comfortable place where you can participate in Zoom Classes.  If there are other people in your home who 

also need a space, discuss how you can have your own area.  Students will be expected to speak during Zoom 

sessions, so make sure that you have an area where you can comfortably use your microphone.  Also, you will 

be expected to use the video feature at times during class, so make sure you and your area are presentable.  Be 

dressed and ready to use the video and microphone features every day. 

 

 



Suggested supplies 

 

-chromebook: Verizon Chromebook (check out from GUSD) 

 

-2nd device:  It will be helpful if you have a 2nd device but it is not required (this could be 

a ipad, a monitor, or a laptop).  One device to view the live Zoom Class and the second device 

to open assignments in Google Classroom during the live Zooms.  This is not required, but may make things 

easier for you. 

 

clock: Don’t be late!  We will be following a timed schedule.  You will need to keep track of time and 

should not be late to your Zoom Classes. 

 

-calendar: A calendar or weekly planner would be useful for keeping 

track of assignments.  This is not required, but may help you stay organized.  

You can use Google Calendar, buy a paper weekly planner, make your own, 

or print pages from the internet. 

 

-note taking: spiral notebook or composition book for History (for 

taking notes). You can keep notes on a device if you prefer to do that. 

 

-pencil / eraser / pencil sharpener 

 

 

Grading Categories 

 

30% Assessments 

 

 

25% Projects 

 

 

25%    Classwork 

 

 

20% Homework 

 

 

Portal / gradebook:  All parents and students should have access to the portal.  You will be 

checking the history grades here throughout the year.   Grades will NOT be kept in Google Classroom. 

 

Class Work:  Acceptable work must be show effort. Answers must be thoughtful and include details / key 

terms / ideas for each unit.  Work must be written in your own words, and NOT copied from the internet.  Class 

work not meeting these criteria may not be accepted or may receive a lower grade.  Blank work will lower your 

citizenship grade and receive a zero. 

 

Late Work:  Coursework is late if it is turned in after the due date. Late Classwork and Homework can be 

turned in for ½ credit HOWEVER, the teacher may “CLOSE” assignments which indicates that no more late 

work will be accepted for that assignment.  Projects and Assessments cannot be turned in late. 

 

Absences / Make Up Work:  You must be on time and participate for the whole Zoom class to be 

marked present.  If you are absent, check Google Classroom and complete any assignment missed for the day.  

For lengthy absences, please email the teacher to discuss make up work options. Make up work can be arranged 

for only excused absences.  All make up work will be assigned a due date. No late work is accepted for make up 

work. 

 

Email etiquette:  Students are encouraged to email the teacher themselves if they have questions or 

concerns.  If parents would like to email the teacher, please copy your student on the email so we can all discuss 

information together.  For all emails please write: Student’s full name and period in the subject line.  I will 

write back promptly during school hours (8-3pm generally).  If it is a weekend, I will write back during the 

following school day.  Sometimes, I do receive hundreds of emails about the same topic, if this occurs, I may 

send a group email response.   

 



Class procedures: Class procedures will be discussed in the live Zoom sessions as they are needed.  

Students are expected to learn the procedures.  If there is no attempt to follow class procedures, this will affect 

your citizenship grade and may also lead to a parent conference.  Some of the procedures include the following: 

 

Zoom Etiquette  

 

Real Name & Photo - Students are expected to use your real name.  If you are able to use a picture, it 

should be a selfie or Bitmoji. 

  

Chat – Students should not use the chat feature for socializing. 

 

Mute - Students should remain on mute unless asked to turn this feature on.   

 

Video - Students are expected to use their video feature. If you are not able to, please discuss privately 

with the teacher.   

 

Netiquette - Students are expected to follow GUSD Netiquette norms.   

 

Privacy - Students may not take photos or video of Zoom sessions.  Students may not post Zoom photos 

or video on social media.  This will result in a referral to admin and a lowered citizenship grade. 

 

Device - Students should NOT use a cell phone for attending Zooms.  These devices will make it 

difficult to participate. 

 

Presence - Students may be asked to answer questions throughout the Zoom.  If students do not answer, 

it may be assumed that they are NOT present in the Zoom and they may be marked absent. 

 

 

BLANK DOCS: Turning in blank documents = lower citizenship grade and a zero on the assignment. 

 

Taking Notes = Students may be asked to take notes during some lessons.  They can take notes 

on their computer or on paper.   

 

Taking Tests = Students may be asked to take tests with their video feature ON with teacher 

supervision.  

 

Plagiarism = Students may not copy and paste answers from the internet.  If students do this, they 

may earn a zero.  Students are expected to read the material presented in class and submit answers from 

the teachers’ materials, not from the internet.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



toLL’s Citizenships Grades 

O=Outstanding 

 Self- starter; self-motivated 

 Prepared participant in class 

 Follows Toll Tenets and class rules on their own without reminders 

 

S=Satisfactory 

 Social at times, but usually on task and punctual (on time) 

 Completes work on time 

 Considerate of classmates and adults in class 

 Takes direction from teacher 

 

N=Needs Improvement 

 Social to the point of needing repeated reminders 

 Incomplete work or missing assignments / does not make up work when given the opportunity 

 Tardies or absences impact performance in class 

 

U=Unsatisfactory 

 Does not follow Titan Tenets or class rules 

 Does not take direction from teacher’s attempts to improve behavior 

 3 or more tardies in a grading period 

 10 or more tardies in a semester 

 Getting referrals for behavior after the teacher 

 Plagarizing or cheating on classwork or homework 

 

 

 

 

Students and parents, please do the following together.   

 

 Read this syllabus together and discuss all class information  

 

 Go the class website and check out the various pages.  www.gusd.net/deluna 

 

 Go to Google Classroom and view the Stream and Classwork tabs. 

 

 Portal / Gradebook:  Log on and make sure you have access.  This is where you will be 

checking the history grades throughout the year.   Grades will NOT be kept in Google 

Classroom.  If you can not log on to the parent portal, contact the counseling office 

for your log on information.   

 

 Create a Study Space in your home with the supplies you wish to use. 

 

 

 

 
 


